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Reformation Day Observed – Confirmation – Sunday, October 25th, 2020 – 9:00 am 

Music Today                              Keri Bash 

AS WE GATHER 

Martin Luther’s great hymn “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” is based on Psalm 46. When the psalm was first written, it 

gave courage to God’s Old Testament people. Centuries later, when Luther wrote the hymn, the world was filled with 

plagues and death, and the devil was recognized as active in the lives of everyday people. Further, neither the 

Roman Catholic Church nor the government accepted the teachings of the reformers. Now, in our day, we face cyber 

warfare, pandemics, terrorists, political polarization, and ecclesiastical division. Because of our Baptism into the death 

and resurrection of Christ, we need not fear. Our gracious God is a very present help in this time of trouble. He is our 

refuge against the powers of the created world around us and the forces of evil from every source. From His throne 

flow streams of mercy to give us confident joy. We know that in the end “the kingdom’s ours forever.” 

Gathering Song The Church’s One Foundation LSB 644 

Call to Worship Psalm 46:1a, 2a; Romans 3:23–24a; John 8:31b–32 

Pastor:  God is our refuge and strength; 

People: therefore we will not fear. 

Pastor:  All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

People: and are justified by His grace as a gift. 

Pastor:  If you abide in My word, you are truly My disciples, 

People: and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free. 

Processional Song                   Lift High The Cross LSB 837 Vs 1,6 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005858 

Welcome & Invocation                        Pastor Aaron Boerst 

Confession and Forgiveness   Incorporating Psalm 46:4, 7, 11 

Pastor:  Lord of hosts, 

People: hear our confession of sins and grant us Your mercy and forgiveness. We have not trusted 

in Your promised protection and strength but have looked elsewhere for help and refuge. 

You alone have provided the remedy for that which truly causes our separation, troubles, 
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and death. For the sake of Christ, Your Son, our Redeemer, grant us forgiveness and 

deliverance from all that would keep us from Your present help. We ask it in the name of 

Jesus. 

Pastor: There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. 

Because that river of grace and power has flowed over us in our Baptism into the death and 

resurrection of Christ, in spite of our fear, the Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our 

fortress. 

By grace God has created each of us and everything that exists, and in the person of His Son 

entered our history and paid for our every sin and sin itself. In Christ’s resurrection, God’s 

promises have been made sure. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, 

I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

People: Amen. The Lord of hosts is with us! 

Prayer of the Day  

Pastor:  Almighty and eternal God, You have called us in Christ to live as those who are joyfully assured 

of Your forgiveness and care. Grant us a full sense of being a community gathered together in 

Your love as we await the company of saints and angels in Your eternal kingdom. This we ask for 

the sake of Jesus, our Savior and our King. 

People: Amen. 

Reader                                      Chris Fecke 

Old Testament Reading                       Revelation 14:6–7 

(An angel announces the time for judgment.) 

 6Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who 

dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. 7And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God 

and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, 

the sea and the springs of water.” 

Reader:     This is the Word of our Lord. 

People:    Thanks be to God. 

Epistle Reading                    Romans 3:19–28 

(We need not fear the Law’s accusation, for we are justified by grace.) 

 19Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every 

mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For by works of the law no 

human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. 

 21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the 

Prophets bear witness to it— 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For 

there is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by his grace as 

a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to 

be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed 

over former sins. 26It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the 

justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

 27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but 

by the law of faith. 28For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 

Reader:     This is the Word of our Lord. 

People:    Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Reading                                                                                                                                  John 8:31–36 

(We are freed from slavery to sin; we are free indeed.) 

 31So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my 

disciples, 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33They answered him, “We are offspring 

of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 

 34Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave 

does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 36So if the Son sets you free, you will be free 

indeed.” 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ.               

Rite of Confirmation 

Song of the Day         A Mighty Fortress Is Our God  LSB 657 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005858 

Sermon                                            "The Mission has a Church" | | chapters 7-10 

“Joining Jesus on His Mission” is a simple, powerful, practical book / series that will move us from merely thinking about 
being everyday missionaries to launching. You will feel both relief and hope as you gain insights into how to recognize 
where Jesus is already at work in your everyday world and join Him. 
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Creed – APOSTLE’S CREED   Incorporating Psalm 46 and the Apostles’ Creed 

Pastor: Our faith is in God the Father, the almighty Creator of all that exists. 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way. 

People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, who has made me and all creatures. He has given me 

my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still 

takes care of them. He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all 

evil. 

Pastor: Our faith is in God the Son, whose sacrifice on the cross opens to us eternal life in God’s eternal 

presence. 

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

the holy habitation of the Most High. 

God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; 

People: I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and 

condemned person, with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and 

death. He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. 

Pastor: Our faith is in God the Holy Spirit, whose gift of faith gives us eternal peace with God. 

He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 

He breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 

He burns the chariots with fire. 

People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, who in the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will 

raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. This is 

most certainly true. 

Prayers of the Church   Incorporating Psalm 46 

Pastor: Let us pray for the Church here and around the world and for all people in their varied 

circumstances. 

O God, our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble, strengthen the Church here and 

wherever it gathers around Your Word and celebrates the blessed Sacraments. Grant confident 

faith to clergy and laity, pastors in congregations and missionaries in distant lands, elders in the 

faith and newly baptized alike. Help us to put all our trust in Your protection and power. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Strong Creator, wherever people call out to You as the earth gives way, mountains move into 

the heart of the sea, and mountains tremble, hear their cries and keep them safe. Awaken 

courage and wisdom in those who search and rescue, those who provide physical and spiritual 

counsel, and those who offer long-term support of body and life. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: O Holy Spirit, when nations rage and kingdoms totter, use the earthly powers that be to move 

the nations and their leaders to seek ways toward peace with their neighbors and stability within 

their borders. You, who make wars cease to the end of the earth, provide courage and 

compassion to all who work for peace and protection as they are deployed abroad and all who 

maintain concord and order within our communities. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Gracious God, stream joy and gladness to those who wait for the dawning of a new day, those 

dealing with long-term ills, unemployment, discrimination, unjust imprisonment, strife in their 

families, and the loss of loved ones. Assure them that You are with them, even now a very 
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present help in trouble. Hear us on behalf of those in our congregation and all who stand in 

need: 

Local concerns may be added by congregational elder here. 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

Sharing the Peace                         Doxology 

D 1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 
Text: Public domain  

Holy Communion 

Preface  

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. [2 Timothy 4:22] 

People:  And also with you.  

Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1]  

People:  We lift them to the Lord.  

Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136]  

People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

The Words of Our Lord  [Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25] 

Proclamation of Christ 

Pastor:   As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.  

[1 Cor.11:26] 

People:  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. [Revelation 22:20] 

Lord’s Prayer [Matthew 6:9–13] 

Pastor:    Lord Jesus Christ, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

Early Communion Sunday Welcome 

Distribution  

Benediction  [Numbers 6:24-26] 

Pastor:  The LORD bless you and keep you. 

             The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
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Sending Song                  We All Believe In One True God  LSB 953 

 

  

  
Text and tune: Public domain 

Announcements 
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